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SUMMARY OF BILL:    

• Relative to acquisition of right-of-ways of two lane undivided highways, the
bill expands the authority to include any entity with eminent domain
authority (i.e. cities, counties, railroads, utility companies) proposing an
improvement or utilization for public utilities.  Under existing law, this
section applies only to the state if they choose to make road improvements
on two-lane undivided highways.

• The bill also removes the presumption that fences in place on the land of
the property owner for the area to be acquired shall be considered
ownership of the property.  The existing law states the following: This
presumption is rebuttable only and if necessary in the judgment of the
commissioner of transportation to effect the intent hereof, the state shall
acquire the adjoining property by negotiation or eminent domain.  Fences in
place for the prescriptive period shall be considered ownership.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

Increase Local Govt. Expenditures - Less than $100,000 / Permissive

Estimate assumes local governments choosing to exercise the
authority granted by the provisions of this bill could experience
an increase in expenditures related to eminent domain lawsuits.
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